422 HOW BEA, 


were Peter Shirts and Margret Cameron 
Shirts. She came to Utah in 1853 and her 
family settled in Cedar City. She married 
William McDonald on December 10, 1853. 
and became the mother of 20 children. She 
died April 20, 1919, being buried in Heber 
City Cemetery. 


ELIZABETH ANN SHIRTS 


Elizabeth Ann Shirts was born July 15, 
1849, in St. Louis, Missouri. Her parents 
were Peter Shirts and Margret Cameron. 
She came to Utah in 1853, and her family 
settled in Cedar City. She married Wil- 
liam McDonald November 3, 1865, and be- 
came the mother of 12 children. She was 
buried in Provo Cemetery. 


JOSEPH RALPH McDONALD 


Joseph Ralph McDonald was born Janu- 
ary 30, 1924, at Salt Lake City, son of 
Storm and Verna McDonald. 

“While in high school, I participated in 
music, commercial, and debating contests. 
I won highly superior ratings as trumpet 
soloist at regional music festivals and was 
offered musical scholarships to two univer- 
sities. I placed first in a bookkeeping con- 
test at the intermountain commercial meet 
at BYU in 1942 and was awarded a scholar- 
ship to BYU for this honor. I graduated 
from high school in 1942. 

“In 1942 I began a pre-medical course 
at the University of Utah, and enlisted in 
the navy that same year. In 1943 I contin- 
ued my pre-medical duty in the Navy V-12 
Officers’ Training Program. In September, 
1944. 1 returned to the U. of U. college of 
medicine and received a doctor of medicine 
degree in Aug 1947, at the age of 23. 

“While in medical school I met and court- 
ed Merilyn Bertoch of Granger, Utah, then 
a student nurse at Holy Cross Hospital in 
Salt Lake City. We were married in the 
spring of 1947, prior to my graduation. 

“I had been intrigued by the beauty of 
the Northwest following a trip there with 
my parents in 1939. Therefore I applied, and 
was accepted, to interne at St. Vincent's 
Hospital in Portland. Oregon. I stayed in 
Portland an additional year after my in- 
ternship to get training in orthopedic sur- 
gery at the Portland Clinic, one of the old- 
est and largest clinics in the Northwest. 
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“I entered private medical practice in Pen- 
dleton, Oregon, in October, 1949, but just 
one year later was recalled to active duty by 
the navy at the outbreak of the Korean 
War. I was loaned to the army and assigned 
to duty at Madigan Army Hospital, in the 
fracture and orthopedic service. My previous 
orthopedic training was very valuable jn 
equipping me to treat battle casualties. Dur- 
ing my military service I also served in 
Japan, in an army general hospital, and in 
Korea, where I was in charge of the frac- 
ture and orthopedic service at an evacu- 
ation hospital. I was discharged from the 
army as a captain in 1952. 

“Upon discharge from military duty Í re- 
turned to the general practice of medicine 
in Pendleton in association with two other 
physicians, Dr. W. R. Weissert and Dr. 
L. J. Feves, who is now president of the 
Oregon State Medical Society. I have served 
as president of the Umatilla County Medi- 
cal Society and president of the Pendleton 
Hospital staff, and was secretary of the 
Eastern Oregon District Medical Society. 
I have been active in LDS Church work, 
serving as MIA superintendent and, with 
my wife Marilyn, as ward and stake dance 
directors. I have worked in scouting as a 
troop committee chairman and district com- 
mitteeman. I am a director of a Pendleton 
riding club. 

“As an avocation, I raise registered quar- 
ter horses and spend what time I can in 
riding and training them. I have always 
loved horses and get a lot of satisfaction 
in this activity. I try to arrange one fish- 
ing or hunting trip on horseback into the 
nearby Wallowa Mountains each year. 

“We have four lovely children, a girl and 
three boys: Patricia Marie. Joseph Ralph 
Jr., Philip Storm and Kevin.” 


JAMES AND SARAH 
FERGUSON McDONALD 


James McDonald was born June 1, 1802, 
in Crawfordfurn, County Down, Ireland, soa 
of Moses McDonald and Mary Glass. He 
married Sarah Ferguson in Ireland about 
1825 or 1826. She was born October 13, 
1803, in Lisburn, Ireland, daughter of Samuel 
and Nancy Alderice Ferguson. They were 
the parents of 10 children: Jane, born 1826; 
John, born 1828, who died in infancy; Eliza, 
born 1830; John, born 1832; William, bort 
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1834; Mary, born 1836; David. born 1836, 
who died in infancy: Hyrum, born 1839, 
dying in infancy: Robert, born 1840, and 
Joseph, born 1842, all born in Ireland, and 
Hyrum, born 1846 at Nauvoo, Illinois, and 
who died in infancy. 

The McDonalds first heard the mission- 
aries of the LDS Church in Belfast, Ireland, 
in 1841, and invited them to hold meetings 
in their home. They were one of the first 
five families to be baptized. Immediately 
they desired to come to Zion, but were 
poor and had no means. Through their in- 
dustriousness they saved enough for the trip 
and in 1843 sailed from Liverpool, England, 
with a company of 250 saints. The boat 
was small and crowded. Two days after 
they left, the wind died down and they could 
not move for 10 days. Then a storm struck 
vhich lasted three days and nights, damag- 
ing the ship and leaving everyone seasick 
and fearing for their lives. Finally the storm 
blew off their course and they made the 
crossing in six weeks to New Orleans. 
There they boarded the Prophet Joseph 
Smith's steamboat, “Maid of Iowa,” and 
went up the Mississippi to Nauvoo, a 10- 
day trip. Hyrum Smith met them and of- 
fered an old home to them in which to live. 
They had 75 cents remaining when they ar- 
rived, which was spent on an ax. The old 
home had no doors or windows, but they re- 
paired it and made it livable. Then the 
ague struck and they suffered with it nine 
months, finally being able to seek work. 
James was employed with a farmer, who 
paid in produce, and they earned two cows, 
two wagons, vegetables, flour and cornmeal 
to last through the winter. They remained 
in Nauvoo two and one-half years before 
the mob drove them out. They went to 
Boneparte, Iowa, living there three years 
in preparing to move west. In 1849 they 
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lived at Kanesville, near Council Bluffs, and 
in the spring of 1850 began their journey 
to Utah with three yoke of oxen, two yoke 
of cows and a pony, plus their wagon and 
provisions. Cholera broke out when they 
reached the Platte River and many died. 
James helped dig a grave for a man at 10 
a.m. and before many hours he had been 
affiicted himseif and died before dark that 
night. The next morning his body was 
wrapped in a quilt and buried at the sec- 
ond crossing of the Platte River on June 
18, 1850. Sarah was grief-stricken, but 
Jane, the eldest child, took up her father's 
whip and the journey continued. The old- 
est sons helped procure meat and food along 
the way. They arrived in Utah with Com- 
pany J in September, 1850, and spent six 
weeks in Salt Lake, then moving to Moun- 
tainville (now Alpine), where they spent 
the winter and moved on to Spri e 
March, 1851. Sarah's children worked to 
support their mother, but gradually mar- 
ried or moved away for work. She served 
as the first Relief Society president in 
Springville, and in 1862 moved with her 
sons, John, William and Joseph, and daugh- 
ters, Jane and Mary, to Heber, where they 
all took up land, built homes and reared 
their families. The boys built a home for 
their mother across from her daughter, Jane 
Clyde. She died in Heber in 1883 at the 
age of 78. 


JOHN AND MARY LUCINDA 
COLE McDONALD 


John McDonald and his wife, Mary Lu- 
cinda Cole, were part of the history and 
development of Wasatch County. John 
arrived in Nauvoo from Ireland with his 
parents, brothers and sisters in 1844, when 
he was Il years old. During the years of 


